
Networking in Your 
Community 

To join the audio portion, please dial:  
800-857-9711  Passcode: 7778467.  

This session will begin shortly. 
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Tips For Participating 

• Phones are muted 
• Phones will be open for Q&A later 

• Audio available through your 
computer  

• To ask questions, use the Q&A panel 
• To share comments and ideas, use 

Chat  
• Send to “All Participants” will be 

disabled later 
• Links and recording will be available 

after the session 
• Closed Captions can be viewed in the 

Media Viewer panel 
 



Networking in Your 
Community 

! 

Welcome to 
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Today’s Team 

Denise 
Riebman 
Trachtenberg School, 
George Washington 
University & 
Careerhappinesscoach.com 

 

Andy    
King 
Corporation for 
National & 
Community 
Service 

 



Dial: 800-857-9711  Passcode: 7778467 

Today’s Agenda 

• Why build a network? 
• Learning before doing  
• Online resources 
• Offline connections 
• Long term perspective 
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The JOY of 
NETWORKING 
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Which of these do you think is the top reason to 
cultivate a network? 

Poll: 
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Networking Social & Career Capital 

Social & 
Career 
Capital 

Tap into the 
hidden job market 

Cultivate a lifelong 
professional network for 

jobs, community 
building & more 

Be known for your 
knowledge and 

expertise. 

Serve as a connector for 
community projects, 

grant proposals, 
fundraising, etc. 

Cultivate political & 
community 
influence  

Connect with & learn 
from community 

members, peers & 
leaders 
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I am great at networking!  
Already got one business 

card! 

 

Uh oh…what do I 
talk about now? 
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STRENGTHS 

NEEDS 

COMPETENCIES GROWTH 

CAUSES 

VALUES 
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ASSESS 
BE  AWARE 
CONVERSE 
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ASSESS 
BE  AWARE 
CONVERSE 
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FUNDERS 

LEAD ORGS 

LINGO 

INFLUENCERS 

TRENDS 

HOT ISSUES 
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DO 
EDUCATE 
FOLLOW 
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Thanks for your card – it’d be great to talk more about 
your upcoming wind power conference.  I’ll also send you 

contact info for that potential panelist on energy 
financing we were talking about today. 
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Nicole Williams, Linkedin's career expert-
connection director, “professionals who 

share articles or content with their 
LinkedIn network at least once a week are 
nearly 10X more likely to be contacted by 

a recruiter for new opportunities than 
people who don’t make offerings. 

Recent research “shows that 
we overestimate the chance 

that our requests for help will 
be denied — especially after 

we've been turned down 
before. And that suggests we 

should be asking for help 
more readily and from a 

wider set of people than we 
currently are.” 
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FOLLOW 
Recruiters, hiring 

managers, 
influencers  

(Use Twitter Lists) 

LISTEN 
Keywords, hiring, 

funding, news 

BRAND 
Retweet 

(SELECTIVELY), 
Strong bio, 

Welcome message VALUE 
Share relevant info, 
answer questions, 

connect people, shout 
outs 
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Customize URL 

Events & 
Groups 

Professional 
Details 

Add/delete 
Photos 

Privacy Settings 

Fan/Like 
Company 
Pages 

Status Updates 
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Company page 
usage jumped 
from 24% to 

57% 

300M+ Global 
100M+ US 

94% of recruiters use 
LinkedIn to find and vet 

candidates 
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Managing Your LinkedIn Profile 

http://www.slideshare.net/mprofs/19-
reasons-your-linkedin-photo-is-an-epic-fail 
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Managing Your LinkedIn Profile 

http://www.slideshare.net/mprofs/19-
reasons-your-linkedin-photo-is-an-epic-fail 
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www.linkedin.com/pub/denise-riebman/51/272/655 

www.linkedin.com/in/deniseriebman/ 



Dial: 800-857-9711  Passcode: 7778467 



Dial: 800-857-9711  Passcode: 7778467 

Personalized 
Message 

Quality over 
Quantity 
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Managing Your LinkedIn Connections 
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Connect 
with people 
not in your 

network Ask/Answer 
Questions 

Insider info – 
Events &  
Jobs Branding 
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Which of these is most important to 
networking? 
Attend tons of events 
Know tons of people 
Have in depth meetings 
All of the above 
PNone of the above 
 

 
 

Poll: 
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Smart Event-Going  
è Choose wisely 

è Go with others 

è Arrive early/leave early 

è Arrive late/stay late 

è Be the first one in line 

è Be the last one in line 

è Have teaser conversations 
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Poll: 
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Tell me 
more 

Hi…I’m Josh. 
What brought 
you here today 

for this 
conference? 

What did 
you think 

of the 
speaker? 

I see you work for 
xx nonprofit – 

what is your role 
there? 

I’m new to 
this group.  
How long 
have you 
been a 

member? 

https://www.themuse.com/advice/30-brilliant-networking-conversation-starters 
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Smart People-Thinking  

è Be authentic 

è Find commonalities 

è Identify Super Connectors 

è Add value 

è Think long term 
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Smart Meeting-Managing 
è Short and sweet 

è Don’t ask what you can learn  

è Do ask about them 

è Have a hook 

è End with an “Ask” 

è Follow up  

è Follow up again 
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Sustaining Your Network 
üInvite to events 
üConnect with others 
üSend links to articles 
üCongrats for LinkedIn updates 
üSend holiday notes 
üHandwritten mail 
üNotify about major events 
üContact for follow up meetings 
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Sustaining Your Organization’s Network 
üInvite to special events (fundraisers, 

trainings, etc.) 
üConnect agencies together 
üFollow on LinkedIn/Twitter/FB and respond 

to updates 
üSend annual reports, updates 
üPartner on events/grants/articles 
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How to Ask Questions 

• To ask a question 
verbally, call in using 
the number on this 
slide and press *1.  

• To ask a question 
electronically, use the 
Q&A feature located 
in the bottom right 
corner. 
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Evaluation  

Please take a few moments to share your 
feedback. How can we improve these 
sessions? What topics should we include in 
future webinars?  

 
Thank you very much for your time and 
participation! 
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Thank You for Your Participation!  

If you have further questions or for more 
information, contact us: VISTAwebinars@cns.gov 

 
Next Webinar: 

At Home in Your Community 
February 12, 2015 

2:00 PM ET 
 

Visit the Webinars for VISTAs page on the VISTA 
Campus for a complete schedule of VISTA 

webinars. 
 

mailto:VISTAwebinars@cns.gov
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