
The New VISTA Campus
A Tour for VISTA Members

To join the audio portion, please dial: 
888-810-9645 Passcode: 4432661. This 

session will begin shortly.
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Hello and thank you for joining us today for The New VISTA Campus.

Before we get started, I want to review a few things about the webinar classroom so you can get the most out of the session. 
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Tips For Participating

• Submit questions to the presenter at 
any time using the Q & A feature. 

• Share tips, resources, and ideas with 
other attendees using the Chat feature. 

• The phone line will be open later in the 
presentation for Questions and 
Answers.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
[ANDY]

We invite you to participate in this session in several ways:

If you have questions for our presenter, you can submit them at any time by using the Q&A feature in the bottom right corner of your screen.  If your questions don’t get covered during the presentation, we will queue them up for the formal question-and-answer portion of the session. Similar questions will be combined, so listen closely in case your question is answered within another one.  Likewise, if you have technical issues, let us know through the Q&A feature.  

Share your tips, resources and ideas with other attendees through the Chat box. Please keep your conversations in the chat focused on the topic of the presentation. You may send a chat message privately to the Host & Presenters, but your message to attendees will be visible to everyone, so keep that in mind as you compose your message. 
 
To see a text version of this verbal presentation, please click the box directly above the Adobe logo on the bottom right of the presentation box. 

Just below the slides is the “Files” dock, where you can download materials related to this session. 

This session is being recorded and will be available on the Webinars for VISTAs page of the Campus, along with all the other sessions we’ve presented. 



Welcome to
The New VISTA Campus

A Tour for VISTA Members
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Welcome to the webinar covering the new VISTA Campus. Today’s session shows new ways to use the VISTA Campus to thrive during and after your year of service. 

By the close of this training, you will understand how to make the most of the VISTA Campus’s new features, and how to apply them during your service experience. 

Whether you’re a new VISTA, in the middle of your service, or a transitioning alumnus, the Campus has a variety of social and educational resources to help you be successful and keep connected to your VISTA learning partners.�
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Today’s Team

Andy King
Training Coordinator

AmeriCorps VISTA

Scott Weinrobe
E-Learning Manager

Education 
Northwest

Rebecca Starr
Project Specialist

Campaign 
Consultation, Inc.

Robyn Stegman
Project Specialist

Campaign 
Consultation, Inc.
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I’m Andy King, Training Coordinator for AmeriCorps VISTA. With me today is Scott Weinrobe, E-Learning Manager for Education Northwest and the project manager for the new VISTA Campus. He will be answering your questions about the Campus. 

Also with me today are Robyn Stegman and Rebecca Starr, our partners at Campaign Consultation. You’ll see us in the chat and the Q&A to assist you during today’s session.
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Today’s Agenda

• Getting oriented
• Navigating and finding resources
• New features
• Create your new Campus profile
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Here’s our agenda for today. First, we’ll take a moment to get oriented. We’ll review the navigation of the new Campus and show you how to get around, as well as how to find both new and favorite resources. 

Next, we’ll identify the Campus’ new learning and social features, and show you how to take advantage of these tools. 

Finally, you’ll have an opportunity to explore these features and update your profile as we do a live walkthrough of the Campus.

And now, I will turn it over to Rebecca Starr to take you through the new Campus.
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Log In Now
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Hello everyone, and welcome! In order to get to know the new Campus, please explore it with us today in real time. Before we get started, take a moment to log into the VISTA Campus. 

You can connect to the Campus by typing the weblink on the bottom of the presentation slide into your browser. Then, log in using the large “Login Now” box or the small blue “Log In” button in the upper right corner of the Campus. 

Later in this training, we’ll explore some features together and give you time to update your Campus profile. 
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Poll
What topic(s) are (or were) 
in your VAD?
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While everyone gets logged in, please take a look at the poll that has just opened. 

Now’s your chance to guide what resources we look for together later in this session. What topic represents the largest portion of your VISTA Assignment Description? 

Alumni, please let us know your top area of responsibility when you served. 

[REVEAL POLL RESULTS]
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Customized Homepage
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Now, let’s dive right in! While the VISTA Campus looks different, it includes all of the previous resources you already know. We’ll do a live tour in just a moment, but let’s first take a moment to become oriented. 

One of the new Campus features is a customized homepage that appears after you sign in. Here is a screenshot of the VISTA Member homepage. Notice you have access to many important content areas, such as webinars, the VISTA Blend, and Campus Forums. 

Alumni, your homepage looks a little different. It’s been customized to showcase resources that highlight life after VISTA.




Dial: 888-810-9645 Passcode: 4432661 www.vistacampus.gov

Campus Navigation
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On the previous Campus, there were three main areas of content: Life as a VISTA, The Work, and Connect With VISTAs. These areas are still present in the navigation at the top of the page. Consider this navigation your home base; no matter where you explore, it will always be visible. 

Return to your homepage at any time by clicking the large VISTA Campus icon at the top left of the page.

You can also access your profile by clicking on your name in the upper-right corner of the page.
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Finding Resources
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Upon first glance, you may be wondering how you can quickly find resources, such as the job board or a favorite webinar. One valuable new feature is the ability to create a customized search. 

Simply type your search terms into the box at the top right corner. Once you enter your search, you can narrow your results using the filters on the left side of the page. 
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New Features
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In addition to the resources you already know, the VISTA Campus is also full of new features to keep you connected and involved. Let’s take a look.



Dial: 888-810-9645 Passcode: 4432661 www.vistacampus.gov

Your Learning Plan
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On the homepage, there is a large link to the “Learning Plan.” This is your own customizable learning library. Rather than having to retrace a path to a particularly helpful resource, you can add it to your learning plan for easy access. You’ll also see courses required by VISTA, and those that have been suggested to you by other VISTA Campus users.

This feature is particularly helpful, for it allows you to easily track your learning goals in your Individual Development Plan. For example, if you’re looking to learn more about fundraising, you can search for resources on the Campus and then bookmark them to your learning plan. We’ll show you how to do this in just a moment.

You’ll notice there is nothing in the “Required learning” column yet. The Learning Plan is still a work in progress. 
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Your Learning Connections
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The “Learning Connections” feature is valuable for both current members and alumni. 

You can easily keep in touch with others by building your social network right on the VISTA Campus. This section works much like other virtual social networks; you have complete power to send and accept requests. Search for others by name or by their project focus area. You can also send private messages to other Campus users.

[NOTE: Will add a screenshot of a Learning Connections from sample account.]
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Campus Badges
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You may have noticed some colorful icons on your Campus profile. These are new Campus badges. Each reflects a different milestone; the more time you spend on the Campus, the more badges you can earn. There are even special badges that are just for alumni.

Not only will the badge be visible from your profile, but a message will pop up in the activity feed on the profiles of others with whom you have connected, alerting them to what you’ve achieved. 
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Explore Your 
Campus Profile
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Now comes the fun part. Let’s take a look at some steps you can take to maximize your Campus account. You’ll end this webinar with the building blocks for a creative and effective Campus experience.
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Campus Tour
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What can you do to jumpstart your VISTA Campus experience? We’re going to complete some of these steps together. If you prefer to watch and learn first, you can always complete these tasks after the webinar is over. 

[SCREENSHARE]

Live tour includes:

Introductory walkthrough of navigation, including webinars, forums, and alumni/life after VISTA resources
User profile updates – Adding your pin to the map and identifying your program area
Make a connection – show how the Learning Connections feature works and invite users to search for a connection now.
Search for a resource based on poll results and add it to the Learning Plan – show how to suggest it to others.
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Steps to an Awesome Profile

• Adjust your privacy settings
• Thoroughly complete your user 

profile
• Connect with other Campus users
• Save and share your favorite 

resources
• Earn Campus badges
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So, to recap, here are the steps you can take to create a fun and engaging Campus experience. First, make sure to adjust your privacy settings. Everyone uses the Campus for different reasons. If you wish to remain hidden, you can do just that.

If you choose to have a visible profile, make sure to thoroughly complete your user profile. Identify yourself by project area. This will help others who are working on similar projects to find you and share resources.

Use the Learning Connections feature to find others. This is the perfect way to get in touch with PSO friends or other VISTA community members. 

Take advantage of your Learning Plan. Use the new search features to find resources and share them with others. Build your path to knowledge, and help others complete their own journeys. 

Finally, earn Campus badges. It’s a fun way to show your VISTA pride and have a healthy competition with others. 
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Contact Us

For login assistance or additional VISTA Campus questions:

VISTACampus@educationnorthwest.org
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If you require assistance on troubleshooting or have any questions about the new VISTA Campus features and resources, contact us using the email address above. 

Thank you for joining us!

mailto:vistacampus@educationnorthwest.org?subject=VISTA%20Campus%20Question%20or%20Support%20Request
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How to Ask Questions

• To ask a question electronically, use the 
Q&A feature located in the bottom right 
corner

• To ask a question verbally, call in using 
the number on this slide and press *1
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Now it’s time for your questions. To ask a question verbally, call in using the number located on the bottom right corner of this slide. 

You can also ask a question using the Q&A section of Adobe Connect located in the bottom right corner of your screen. 
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Evaluation 

Please take a few moments to share your feedback. How can 
we improve these sessions? What topics should we include in 
future webinars? 

Thank you very much for your time and participation!
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You should now see an evaluation on the left side of your screen.  Please take the time to answer the questions in the poll.  We like to be able to improve these webinars and your input helps us. 

And while you’re completing the evaluation, I’d like to let you know about our next webinar. 
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Thank You for Your Participation! 

If you have further questions or for more information, 
contact us: VISTAwebinars@cns.gov

Creating Volunteer Positions that Appeal and Engage
August 27, 2014
2:00-3:30PM ET

Visit the Ongoing Learning page on the VISTA Campus for a 
complete schedule of VISTA webinars
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Thank you for attending this webinar.  We have other webinars for your professional development.  On August 27th, we will be offering a webinar on creating volunteer positions. Check the VISTA Events Calendar and the Ongoing Learning pages on the VISTA Campus for upcoming webinars.  We hope to see you again soon.
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