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We need your service right now, at this moment in history. I'm not going to tell you what your role should be; that's for you to discover. But I'm asking you to stand up and play your part. I'm asking you to help change history's course, put your shoulder up against the wheel. And if you do, I promise you your life will be richer, our country will be stronger, and someday, years from now, you may remember it as the moment when your own story and the American story converged, when they came together, and we met the challenges of our new century."  President Barack Obama, 4/21/2009
Thank you for giving of your time, talents and passion to serve as an AmeriCorps VISTA member!
You have or will soon join over 175,000 VISTA alumni with a long and rich history of serving communities across the country.  
We want to highlight a few key items that will be helpful for you in your transition: 
End of Service Benefit
Stipend:  If you have elected to receive the stipend as your end-of-service benefit, you will automatically receive the payment in your final two subsistence payments.  Federal income tax and Social Security (FICA) deductions are withheld from the stipend at the time of payment.  
Education Award:  To use your Segal Education award, access the Online Payment System in the My AmeriCorps Portal.  As soon as the VISTA Member Support Unit has processed your Close of Service you will see your Education Award available in the My AmeriCorps Portal.  There is a lot of information about the Education Award on the AmeriCorps site (http://www.americorps.gov/for_individuals/benefits/benefits_ed_award.asp); there is also a tutorial about getting the most out of your Education Award on the VISTA Campus (www.vistacampus.org).  If you still have questions, contact the National Service Trust at 1-800-942-2677. 
Student Loan- Interest Accrual
Once you have completed your term of service, if your student loans have been in forbearance based on national service and you have earned an Education Award, you can complete the Interest Accrual Payment Request Form through the My AmeriCorps Portal to have the National Service Trust pay any interest that has accrued during the time your loans were in forbearance.
Non-Competitive Eligibility
As someone who has satisfactorily completed one full year of service, you earn one year of competitive eligibility for federal government positions.  For more information see Chapter 11 of the VISTA Member Handbook http://www.americorps.gov/help/vistahandbook/chapter11.html or the Frequently Asked Questions document posted on the VISTA Campus:

 http://vistacampus.org/file.php/37/LifeAfterVISTA/Non-Competitive_Eligibility_Frequently_Asked_Questions.pdf
USAJOBS www.usajobs.gov is the Federal Government’s one-stop source for Federal jobs and employment information.  All Corporation for National and Community Service employment opportunities are listed at this site.
Peace Corps

Check out www.peacecorps.gov for an opportunity to take your domestic volunteer experience to a developing country by becoming a part of Peace Corps.  


AmeriCorps Alums
Join an AmeriCorps Alums Local Chapter and benefit from the organization that supports and advocates for the 550,000 alumni of AmeriCorps.  Go to http://www.americorpsalums.org/ to join your local chapter, learn about scholarships available to alums, and more.  
Other Resources
There are many more resources available on the Life After Service page on the VISTA Campus (http://vistacampus.org/course/view.php?id=37&page=14) so please make sure to visit that site. 
And finally, don’t forget to update your contact information in the My AmeriCorps Portal if anything has changed! 
If you have any questions or need assistance with accessing any of your benefits of service please contact the VISTA Member Support Unit at 800-942-2677 or https://questions.nationalservice.gov.
Thank you for your commitment to serve and to make a difference in Oregon!
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