Increase High School Graduation Rates in Fresno Unified School District (CA)
Become an AmeriCorps VISTA Leader 

for 
Operation Graduation 

Serving with HandsOn Central California
Project Description:   Fresno Unified School District has a dropout rate in excess of 33%. To address this issue, the Operation Graduation VISTA project worked with the Office of Prevention and Intervention to identify ten risk populations and for each an evidence based strategy was identified that if implemented in Fresno Unified would lead to increasing the success of these students or in words of Fresno Unifieds’ goal --creating Career-Ready-Graduates. Each of the 10 VISTA positions would focus on a different population that has an increased risk of becoming a high school drop-out.  The VISTA leader will keep the pulse of the VISTA cohort, assisting with management of the program, research and training. The VISTA leader working with the HandsOn Central California team will have the opportunity to lead National Service Day projects for Valley VISTA’s and build the AmeriCorps Alum organization in the Central Valley. 

VISTA Leader Qualifications:

· Interest in education and the successful outcomes of youth. 
· College graduate with strong research skills, writing capability and verbal communication skills. 
· Ability to work in a team environment, ready to work and participate in solving difficult problems
· Strong organizational skills especially time management ability to multi-task, 

· Data management and technology ability to track data from all 10 VISTA projects

· Able to work with diverse populations including generational, educational, cultural and socio-economic

VISTA Leader will receive

· Opportunity to work with a dedicated team of service professionals at HandsOn Central California
· Supportive team work environment with years of National Service experience

· Professional work experience and creating positive change for our community 

· All VISTA leader benefits of AmeriCorps VISTA program

VISTA Leader training scheduled for May 2011 
More Information on Operation Graduation contact Cathy Caples ccaples@handsoncentralcal.org 
www.handsoncentralcal.org
