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Milan Powell          
Objective: Let’s get something done! I find it imperative that we should all use our energy, and precious time to enrich the community around us. With my extensive leadership experience, and my long-lasting relationship with community service, I would like to be a galvanizing force in whatever community I serve in. Whether it is a city or town, business office, community center, or center for the community, let’s awaken our zeal for action together!
AmeriCorps VISTA Leader Sept. 2013-Present The St. Bernard Project, NYC

Duties: As the AmeriCorps VISTA Leader for The St. Bernard Project, NYC, it is my responsibility to recruit, hire, train, and support members of our AmeriCorps VISTA, and National Direct teams. Members of our teams perform a variety of duties from supporting clients and volunteers directly, to writing policies governing how to treat clients and volunteers, to managing development and marketing initiatives for our organization. It is my responsibility to form recruitment plans, community partnerships, build awareness of our causes, attend and organize service events, and reach out to new avenues for expansion. My current projects include staffing our upcoming New Jersey office and planning/implementing service activities for Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service, 2014.
Mentor Coordinator August 2012-May 2013 Virginia Commonwealth University; Division of Community Engagement (VCU DCE) Richmond, Virginia

Duties: Participating in a year of service with AmeriCorps VISTA where the service member’s duty is to relieve poverty through in-direct service, while living themselves at the poverty line. As the Mentor Coordinator for VCU’s DCE, I was responsible for recruiting, managing, administrating, and supporting the mentors for The Carver After School Program, Carver Promise, Lobs and Lessons, AmeriCorps, and America Reads programs. To fulfill these duties it is my responsibility to work as a liaison in the VCU and local Richmond networks in various capacities, including: 

Recruitment Coordination: Form recruitment plans comprised of university events, relevant community organizations; interviewing and evaluating candidates; acting as a funds developer/in-kind solicitor (fundraiser).
Managing: Scheduling and organizing standard hours of operation for members, mentors and employees; responding to day-to-day concerns.
Administrating: Hold office hours and support meetings both formal and informal for members etc; inform members, et cetera, of outside opportunities to volunteer/work; coordinate workshops for enriching member/mentor/employee experience; act as a trainer in best practices for mentoring in the VCU community, where I make presentations and include engaging themes.

Technology Specialist May-August 2012 Virginia Mentoring Partnership Richmond, Virginia 

Duties: As a VISTA (Volunteers In Service To America) for Virginia Mentoring Partnership (VMP):

I conceptualized, researched, and compiled policies on technological communication and social media usage for nonprofits; formed a set of best practices to be implemented by the 6 VISTA’s who worked at host sites for VMP beginning late August 2012; researched/itemized a list of options for technological upgrades; built PR skills through managing a blog to increase public awareness of VMP’s VISTA program; actively updated social media outlets to reflect a positive image of VMP’s goals and missions.

Background Actor: “Well-to-do AA #409” October 2011-December 2011 “Lincoln” Richmond, Virginia

Background actor in a film in which Steven Spielberg brings to life a novel about President Abraham Lincoln and his trials amidst his struggle to pass the 13th Amendment in time (released 11/2012).
Customer Service Cashier/”Floater” September 2009-May 2012 VCU Parking Richmond, Virginia

Duties: Examined parking facilities/VCU Transit for defects, hazards, and adherence to policies; coordinated break times for other cashiers; worked optional special events on nights and weekends.

Parking Enforcement Officer (Carver Neighborhood) August 2008-2009 City of Richmond (Lanier) Parking Enforcement Richmond, Virginia

Duties: Administered city parking regulations and ticketed accordingly; operated and maintained responsibility for City of Richmond-owned vehicles; established positive relations with the neighborhood.

(Other positions have been fulfilled since 2004)
Leadership, Community Work, Other, Multiple Categories
· Community Partner Panelist for the VCU Mini Service-Learning Institute, January 2013 where I discussed the dynamics of working with service-learning students, and how best to provide them with a meaningful experience through their service.
· Participant in the VCU Mini Service-Learning Institute: awarded “Level 1 Foundational Understanding of Service-Learning pedagogy”
· Committee Member for 2013’s Big Brothers Big Sisters Tri-Cities Richmond “Bowl For Kids’ Sake” fund-raiser where I went into the community seeking donations and recruiting “teams” for the event.
· Volunteer for Randolph Community’s “National Night Out, 2012”

· Bike Enthusiast; organizer/volunteer for cycling events. This includes recruiting sponsors from international cycling equipment and apparel companies, and local vendors and restaurants. 
· Planning committee for Randolph Community’s “National Night Out, 2011”; an event encouraging neighborhood fellowship and crime deterrence. 
· Panelist at the L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs: 5th Annual Student Research Conference (April 15th, 2011). “A Roundtable Discussion: Politics and Utopia, Explorations in the Politics of the Possible”
· Organizer for the pending Randolph Neighborhood Community Garden

· Member of the Randolph Neighborhood Association (City of Richmond, VA) 2010-Present
· Volunteered through Pohick Episcopal Church at The Fairfax nursing home on holidays, handing out cards, and homemade crafts and gifts. (1999-2005)

· Tutored at risk elementary school children at the Lorton Community Action Center (LCAC), 2002-2003.
· Stage Manager: “Bleacher Bums” (2008), VCU Shafer Street Playhouse
· Actor in community theatres around Northern Virginia including:

· The Little Theatre of Alexandria: Will Roger’s Follies (May 2007-August 2007)

· Encore Stage and Studio: Into the Woods (2004); You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown (2003)
· Marching band at Hayfield Secondary (’02, ’03, 04): Section leader for high and middle brass (’03-’04). “Most Outstanding Student” twice (’03, ’04).
· I play the Trumpet, French Horn, and the Recorder fluently
Education
Virginia Commonwealth University

Richmond, Virginia 

July 2011

B.A. Political Science

University of Richmond’s Governor’s School for Humanities and Performing Arts

28 Westhampton Way

Richmond, Virginia 

Dates attended: July 2005 (theatre student by audition)
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