
How to use LinkedIn for Your 
Service and  
Your Career 

To join the audio portion, please dial: 
1.888.946.7602 

Passcode: 2428797  
This session will begin shortly. 



INTRODUCTION TO SMM… 
Every two months, we provide you (members, sponsors, community leaders, 

alumni, and others ) with:  
•  Hands-on access to social media applications such as social networking 

blogging, video/photo sharing, bookmarking, etc. 
• An opportunity to learn how to strategically use these tools to create social 

change   
 
SMM webshops are: 

•  Hosted by technology experts along with a variety of VISTAs and guests with 
on-the-ground experience 

• Aimed to give you a specific set of skills to assist you in your VISTA role 
 
 
Join @VISTAbuzz for a Tweetchat following the webshop using hashtag #VLinked 

 
 



Tips for Participating 
• Submit questions to the 

presenter at any time using 
the Q & A feature.  

• Share tips, resources, and 
ideas with other attendees 
using the Chat feature.  

• The phone line will be open 
later in the presentation for 
Questions and Answers. 

• Fill out the poll.  
Conference Call: # 1.888.946.7602 

Passcode: #2428797  
 



Today’s SMM Team… 

Corporation for National & 
Community Service 

Liz 
Matthews 
Outreach 
Specialist 

 

Treci 
Johnson 

Recruitment, 
Marketing & 

Outreach 

Campaign Consultation, Inc.  

Danielle 
Ricks 

Social Media 
Specialist 

 

Suzanne  
Knizner 
Project 

Specialist 

Robyn 
Stegman 
Project 

Specialist 



Today’s Agenda 
• Why LinkedIn 
• How to maximize your LinkedIn 

account 
• VISTA Case Studies 
• How to link to AmeriCorps VISTA on 

LinkedIn 
• Questions and Answers 
 

 



Why LinkedIn?  

• Network with potential employers 
• Find job opportunities 
• Join discussions about national 

service 
• Make an impact for your 

organization 



SMM Poll 
Do you have a LinkedIn Account? 
 a.    Yes 
 b.    No 
If yes, how are you using LinkedIn? 
 a.    To job hunt 
 b.    To network 
 c.    To join group discussions  
 d.    On behalf of your organization 
If yes, what is currently in your profile? 
 a.    Photo 
 b.    Summary 
 c.    Projects 
 d.    Connection to VISTA under Volunteering & Causes 
 e.    Personalized URL 
Are you currently a member of a LinkedIn Group? 
 a.    Yes 
 b.    No 
Are you currently looking for a job? 
 a.    Yes 
 b.    No 



VISTA LinkedIn Page 

AmeriCorps VISTA LinkedIn Page 
 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/americorps-vista


LinkedIn 

David Oda 
Relationship 

Manager  
LinkedIn 



LinkedIn’s Mission 

Connect the world’s 
professionals to make them more 

productive and successful 



LinkedIn Reach 



LinkedIn in the Social Media Landscape 



LinkedIn is Your Professional Identity 
Ecosystem 



Building Your Profile 



Building Your Profile 



Building Your Profile 



Building Your Profile 



Connecting with VISTA on LinkedIn 



Building Your Profile 



Ask for Recommendations 
 

 Get recommended by former colleagues, 
teachers, teammates, and clients 

 



Connect 
 Your LinkedIn profile is more than just a resume; 

it houses your entire professional identity 
ecosystem 

 Represent yourself as a well-rounded 
professional 

 



Let’s Build a Profile 

Michelle Bond 
VISTA Alum 



Find a Job 



Find a Job 



Find a Job 



Find a Job 



Find a Job 



Find a Job 



Find a Job 



Find a Job 



 Don’t just find jobs, find people & companies 
 Don’t just apply for jobs; introduce yourself 
 Look for leverage 

• Connections 
• Groups 
• Followers 

 Listen 
 
 

More ways you can be found… 

Find a Job 



Share Ways You Are Using LinkedIn:  
We want to hear from YOU! 



Join LinkedIn Groups 



Join LinkedIn Groups 



Join LinkedIn Groups 



Join LinkedIn Groups 



Join LinkedIn Groups 



Join LinkedIn Groups 



Join LinkedIn Groups 



AmeriCorps VISTA Member Group 

 AmeriCorps VISTA LinkedIn page 
 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/americorps-vista


AmeriCorps VISTA Alumni Group 

 AmeriCorps VISTA LinkedIn page 
 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/americorps-vista


Groups on a Profile 

 AmeriCorps VISTA LinkedIn page 
 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/americorps-vista


Follow Companies 



Follow Companies 



Follow Companies 



Follow Companies 



VISTA Case Study 

Elanor Wainscott LinkedIn page 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/elanorwainscott


Share Insights 



Share Insights 



Share Insights 



Be Found 
 

 “Being Found” on LinkedIn is simply a matter of 
maximizing the venues where your professional 
brand can shine  

 
• Showcase your expertise and professional insights by 

actively participating in and starting discussions within 
groups 

• Put yourself front and center for open job opportunities 
by following companies you’re interested in 

• Position yourself as a thought-leader by sharing 
insightful articles and adding your voice to discussions 
within your network 

 
 
 
 



What It’s All About 

 Profile: not just about listing your experience, 
but also showcasing your skills and what you 
want out of a career 
 

 Search: not just about finding jobs, but also 
connecting you to the people and companies that 
could potentially hire someone with your skillset 
 

 Be Found: most importantly, showcase your 
professional self and listen for people to come to 
you  



LinkedIn Tips to Start Today 

1. Selfie Control: Leave a positive 1st impression  
2. Extra, Extra, All About You: Create a personal tagline that 

showcases your work and expertise 
3. Customize Your URL: Add the link to your email signature 

and resume  
4. Showcase Your Service: Include AmeriCorps VISTA under 

Experience and Volunteer & Causes 
5. Make Connections: Follow organizations, join groups, 

subscribe to LinkedIn today, and Find VISTAs  



Questions? 



Keep the Conversation Going 
Have more questions or things to 
share?   
 
Join @VISTAbuzz for a Tweetchat  
immediately following the webshop 
 
Use hashtag #VLinked 
 
 



THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND… 
1. Hatch Act- restrictions on political activity by federal government 

employees and by employees of certain state and local government 
agencies 

2.   Being Tasteful and Appropriate – remember you’re representing 
VISTA 

3.   Staying Safe online - protecting yourself and your organization 
while online: 

• Keep your passwords in a secure place  
• Be careful who you share your passwords with  
• Be selective in choosing your username and email address 
• Don’t give out information simply because it is requested 
• Block or ignore unwanted users 
• Don’t allow others to draw you into conflict 
• Watch what you “say” online 
• Never use a work account for personal use 

 
 Useful links will be provided at the end of the presentation  

 



 
Social Media Resources  

SMM Course Page link 

http://vistacampus.org/mod/resource/view.php?id=1597


Useful Links From this Webshop 
AmeriCorps VISTA LinkedIn Page 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/americorps-vista  

 
VISTA Campus V is for Course Page  
http://vistacampus.org/course/view.php?id=25   

 
LinkedIn FAQs 
http://help.linkedin.com  

 
Job Seekers User Guide  
http://learn.linkedin.com/jobseeker/resources.html  

 
Job Seekers Webinar  
http://learn.linkedin.com/jobseeker  

 
Hatch Act Information  
americorps.gov/help/vistahandbook/chapter14.html  

 
 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/americorps-vista
http://vistacampus.org/course/view.php?id=25
http://help.linkedin.com/
http://learn.linkedin.com/jobseeker/resources.html
http://learn.linkedin.com/jobseeker


VISTA Social Media Links 
VISTA on Twitter  
twitter.com/VISTAbuzz 
 
VISTA Facebook Page  
facebook.com/AmeriCorpsVISTA  
 
VISTA on YouTube 
 youtube.com/user/VISTAOutreach  
 
VISTA Flickr Group Pool 
 http://www.flickr.com/groups/visfor  
 
VISTA Forums   
vistacampus.org/mod/forum/view.php?id=1905 
 
VISTA Campus SMM Course Page  
vistacampus.org/mod/resource/view.php?id=1597 
 
 
 

http://twitter.com/VISTAbuzz
http://twitter.com/VISTAbuzz
http://www.facebook.com/AmeriCorpsVISTA
http://www.youtube.com/user/VISTAOutreach
http://www.flickr.com/groups/visfor
http://vistacampus.org/mod/forum/view.php?id=1905
http://vistacampus.org/mod/forum/view.php?id=1905
http://vistacampus.org/mod/forum/view.php?id=1905
http://vistacampus.org/mod/resource/view.php?id=1597
http://vistacampus.org/mod/resource/view.php?id=1597
http://vistacampus.org/mod/resource/view.php?id=1597


Evaluation 

Please take a few moments to share your 
feedback. How can we improve these sessions? 
What topics should we include in future 
webinars?  

 
Thank you very much for your time and 
participation! 

 



THANK YOU for your participation! 

If you have further questions or for more 
information, contact us:  

VISTAwebinars@CNS.gov   
 

Coming up next: 
Sustaining Volunteer Involvement: Now 

That You've Got Them, What Comes Next? 
June 12th at 2:00 PM ET 

 
Visit the Webinars for VISTA Course Page on the VISTA Campus 
for registration links and more for more info at this link. 

mailto:VISTAOutreach@CNS.gov
http://vistacampus.org/mod/resource/view.php?id=11423


Thank You For Joining us for 
Social Media Monday 

Virtual workshops – real social change 
 

“See” you… next time: 
August 5, 2013 

Google+: How to Hangout in the Right Circles 
Register here:  https://etr.webex.com/etr/onstage/g.php?t=a&d=927613066 

https://etr.webex.com/etr/onstage/g.php?t=a&d=928015136
https://etr.webex.com/etr/onstage/g.php?t=a&d=928015136
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