
Visualization Tools: 
Making your data come alive
Wrapping  your brain around data can be challenging, especially 
when dealing with huge volumes of information.  In this 
webshop you’ll learn how to:

• Present your data in a creative way
• Communicate information about your project more effectively
• Utilize creative ways to convey messages about your program
• Share information in ways that are easily digestible and   

memorable
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WELCOME



Tips for using WebEx (this virtual workshop tool)

1. If you lose your internet connection, 
reconnect using the link that was 
emailed to you

2. If you lose your phone connection, 
re-dial the phone number and re-
join

3. WebEx Support: 1-866-229-3239 
(U.S. and Canada Toll-Free)

Social Media Monday: 
Visualization Tools: Making your data come alive
Conference Call: 1-877-297-9359



ALSO PLEASE KNOW…
• This webshop is being recorded and will be 

available on the VISTA Campus Social 
Media Monday (SMM) landing page along 
with the archives of previous webshops at
http://vistacampus.org/mod/resource/view.php?id=1957

• All Links used during this webshop will be 
made available at the end of the 
presentation 

http://vistacampus.org/mod/resource/view.php?id=1957�
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PURPOSE…
Social Media Monday  (SMM)  webshops: 
virtual workshops – real social change

We will provide you - members, sponsors, community leaders, alumni, and 
others - with: 
– Hands-on access to social media applications such as social        
networking blogging, video/photo sharing, bookmarking, etc.
– An opportunity to learn how to strategically use these tools                     
to create social change  

In addition, SMM webshops are:
– Hosted by technology experts along with a variety of VISTAs                  
and guests with on-the-ground experience
– Aimed to give you a specific set of skills each month to assist  you in 
your VISTA role and social change efforts 



Data Visualization Poll
In your role, are you responsible for the following areas?  
 a. Communications
 b. Marketing
 c. Giving Presentations
 d. Gathering and/or sharing data
Have you discovered new ways to share information?
 a. Yes
 b. No
Are you currently using inforgraphics or some type of data visualization?
 a. Yes
 b. No
What tools do you currently use? Please check all that apply:
 a. Excel
 b. PowerPoint
 c. Adobe
 d. Something else



TODAY’S SMM AGENDA…
• Explaining data visualization
• Introducing infographics
• Sharing data through traditional graphics
• Different ways to think about 

communication and sharing information
• Q & A



Data Visualization Explained

Poll Results 



Infographic



Traditional Document

•Written
•Interpretive
•Concepts open to 
misinterpretation

•Hard to read
•Not engaging

Alternative Document + 
Infographics

•Can be illustrated
•Audience experiences it
•People connect visuals
•Differing views can be 
applied

•More engaging



Traditional Graphic Examples





Thinking About Data Differently

http://singlefunction.com/20-inspiring-uses-of-data-visualization/



Infographic Examples









More Infographic Examples

http://sixrevisions.com/graphics-design/40-useful-and-creative-infographics/

http://sixrevisions.com/graphics-design/40-useful-and-creative-infographics/�


VISTA NCVS Infographic







http://youtu.be/2qzjBTXyxJk

http://youtu.be/2qzjBTXyxJk�
http://youtu.be/2qzjBTXyxJk�


VISTA Project Visualized…
Let’s brainstorm



Presentations

http://prezi.com/1vrlaujknt09/7-keys-to-success-no-vid/



Data Visualization Tips
1. Graphics, charts and tables are great but start thinking 

about data differently
2. Data visualization can be very simple or sophisticated
3. Remember, infographics should tell a story
4. Don't pack in too much info and not enough graphic into 

your infographic
5. Don't pack in too many graphics and leave out the info 

from your infographic
6. Graphics and information should always match



YOUR QUESTIONS…

EVALUATION COMING UP



Take a Campus Tour…

http://vistacampus.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=1083

http://vistacampus.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=1083�


THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND…
1. Hatch Act – restrictions on political activity by federal government employees 

and by employees of certain state and local government agencies
2.   Being Tasteful and Appropriate – remember you’re representing VISTA
3.   Staying Safe online – protecting yourself, and your organization while online:

• Keep your passwords in a secure place 
• Do not share your password with anyone
• Be selective in choosing your username and email address
• Don’t give out information simply because it is requested
• Block or ignore unwanted users
• Don’t allow others to draw you into conflict
• Watch what you “say” online
• Never use a work account for personal use

Useful links will be provided at the end of the presentation 

 LOAD EVALUATION



Useful Links
20 Inspiring uses of data visualization
http://singlefunction.com/20-inspiring-uses-of-data-visualization/

40 Useful and Creative Infographics
http://sixrevisions.com/graphics-design/40-useful-and-creative-infographics/

Food Security in the United States: Key Statistics and Graphics  
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/FoodSecurity/stats_graphs.htm

Communications and Marketing Info
http://vistacampus.org/course/view.php?id=37&page=23

Prezi
http://prezi.com

http://singlefunction.com/20-inspiring-uses-of-data-visualization/�
http://sixrevisions.com/graphics-design/40-useful-and-creative-infographics/�
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/FoodSecurity/stats_graphs.htm�
http://vistacampus.org/course/view.php?id=37&page=23�
http://prezi.com/�


Hatch Act Information 
http://www.americorps.gov/help/vistahandbook/chapter14.html

Staying Safe On Line
http://www.staysafeonline.info/

VISTA Campus SMM Course Page
http://vistacampus.org/mod/resource/view.php?id=1597

VISTA on Twitter
http://twitter.com/VISTAbuzz

VISTA Facebook Member Page
http://www.facebook.com/AmeriCorpsVISTA

VISTA Facebook Alumni Page
http://www.facebook.com/AmeriCorpsVISTAAlumni

VISTA on YouTube
http://www.youtube.com/user/VISTAOutreach

Flickr
http://www.flckr.com/groups/visfor

VISTA Social Media Useful Links

http://www.americorps.gov/help/vistahandbook/chapter14.html�
http://www.staysafeonline.info/�
http://vistacampus.org/mod/resource/view.php?id=1597�
http://twitter.com/VISTAbuzz�
http://www.facebook.com/AmeriCorpsVISTA�
http://www.facebook.com/AmeriCorpsVISTA�
http://www.facebook.com/AmeriCorpsVISTAAlumni�
http://www.youtube.com/user/VISTAOutreach�
http://www.flckr.com/groups/visfor�


THANK YOU FOR JOINING US FOR 
Social Media Monday
Virtual workshops – real social change

“See” you… next time:

October 3, 2011 3:00 PM EDT
Powerful Presentations: 

Engaging and building communities online
Upcoming  SMM Schedule http://vistacampus.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=1090#p4428

Keep the conversation going http://vistacampus.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=483#p2435

http://vistacampus.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=1090�
http://vistacampus.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=483�
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