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Following a recent interview with OEO Director Donald Rumsfeld, staff reporter
Richard Critchfield of the Washington Evening Star wrote a particularly in-
sightful article about the anti-poverty agency and its new chief which VIS
thought would be of interest to Volunteers in the field.

Rumsfeld Is Reviving, Not Liquidating, OEO |

By RICHARD CRITCHFIELD
Star Staff Writer

Donald Rumsfeld, far from
presiding over the liquidation of
the Office of Economic Opportu-
nity, has moved in his first 18
days on the job to revive it as
the dominant innovative force
on most aspects of domestic
policy.

The 36-year-old former Illinois
congressman has already per-
suaded President Nixon to ask
Congress to give OEO a two-
year lease on life, won it a broad
role in the war against hunger,
expanded its experiments in wel-
fare and income maintenance
and discouraged moves to shift
complete authority for all feder-
al manpower programs to the
Labor Department.

Perhaps most significant in
the long run, Rumsfeld’s gener-
ally sympathetic approach to-
ward the comrnunity aclion pro-
grams, de;5igned to help the poor
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While he agrees with Moyni-
han that poverty funds should
“not lead to the subversion of
society in any way,” Rumsfeld
feels fhat some degree of tension
between the poor and local gov-
ernments may not be a bad
thing, especially when it comes
to changing institutions.

The difference in viewpoint be-
tween Rumsield and Moynihan
—with one or the other likely fo
prevail when it comes to finally
framing Nixon's specific social
policies — can be seen, for in-
stance, in their responses (o a
controversial $860,000 economic
development grant to a Durham,
N.C,, organization whose staff
includes some well known black
revolutionaries.

One of these, Howard Fuller,
has repeatedly ecalled for de-
struction of the existing power

structure and has been involved

in a number of campus rebel-|

of what we accept as ordinary
life isn’t relevant to them in
terms of what they’'re doing,
where they're going or what
their prospects are in life.”

To Rumsfeld, OEQ's task
should be something more than
just raising the incomes of the
poor. “We have to decide what
we're trying to do. Are we going
for total vietory, to eradicate
poyerty as President Johnson
put it, or are we Lrying to find
ways to allow all individual
Americans (o be part of
society?”’

If the country chooses the sec-
ond goal, he said, community
action will have a major role,
not necessarily to set the poor
agains{ local power structures,
but to bring pressure for institu-
tional change.

“Look,” Rumsfeld said. “We
have a country. There are prob-
lems in this country that are the

task of Dr. Arthur F. Burnms,
Nixon’s counselor, is to study
what hard information is the ba-
sls for decisions. He described
Burns as having “a tremendous
respect for the facts.”

Rumsfeld said flatly that the
Vietnam war, by stimulating the
economic boom of recent years,
is one important reason why the
number of poor has fallen by 16
million since 1959 to 22 million
today.

How much the ORO hasg
helped, he said with character-
jstic frankness, nobody|
knows—adding that “there's just;
an awful lob we don’t know|
around this building.” i

OEO0’S Troubles

Until Rumsfeld took over May
26, OEO seemed destined to be
cut down to a small, low-

budgeted “incubator” or experi-

mental agency. It had been one
AP Nhwvrnla mmine s favaate during



Just elected to a fourth term
in the House, Rumsfeld agreed
to give up his safe Republican
seat in return for equal status
with Moynihan as a presidential
assistant (he now attends the
daily morning staff meeting at
the White House) and Cabinet
rank, plus a request for a 2-year
extension of OEO and chairman-
ship of the Urban Affairs Coun-
cil's poverty subcommittee.

And on April 21, when intro-
duced to the press by Nixon,
Rumsfeld himself said, “I am
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day with the idea of disbanding
0EOQ.”

Since then he has spent 10-to
12-hour working days poring
through five years of congres-
sional hearings on OEO and the
poverty act, practically memo-
rizing a green folder, the “con-
gressional presentation book,”
which details OEOQ’s guidelines,
strategy and programs and in
making sure what was left of the
agency stayed intact for the

time being.

certainly not standing here_to-|

Shultz’s Idea in “how much money I;ap Jens Lo
. . .. |flow through this particular fau-
But just about the time his|,of' Rumsfeld does not appear
appointment cleared the Senate, ready to help dismantle OEO,
another would-be ax fell onl “myic" prohable conflict over
OEO. policy — the disparity of views|

Labor Secretary George P. amon T |
; g Rumsfeld, Shultz, Moyni-
Shultz sent the White House alpan"atd Burns — appears to be|

draft of legislation to put allfr v nivon ceske.

federal progratrlns which Cs‘eektﬁo More than just specific anti- |

give jobs to the tpoor under the . verty policy hangs in the bal-|

Labor Department. ance, and Rumsfeld is taking his
The next move is up to RUmS | p1a06 “now as an advoeate of

|
feld. |maintaining a strong Office of
_ And while he says he has no o, 5mic Opportunity — an op-
interest in “‘empire building™ or ¢\ nity to him as well. I
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Louis Berger, Inc, an economic planning organization, seeks VVs for

The company determines the development
Activ-

transportation, water resources, housing and urban plamning,

systems analysis, agricultural development, regional development, and manpower

training.

education and experience.

Masters and Doctoral degrees required; salaries commensurate with
For further information contact:

Mr, Derish M,

Wolff, Louis Berger, Inc,, 100 Halsted Street, East Orange, New Jersey 07019,
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Marriott Corporation offers career opportunities ranging from hostess

work to management positions which are available in its Hot Shoppe establish-



